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Korbanot: From a Distance and Up Close

l. Historical Development
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3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Kayin brought of the fruit of the ground an
offering to Hashem. 4 And Hevel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat
thereof. And Hashem turned to Hevel and to his offering; 5 but to Kayin and to his offering
He did not turn. And Kayin was deeply angered, and his countenance fell. 6 and Hashem said
to Kayin: 'Why are you angry and why has your countenance fallen? 7 Is it not true that if
you do well, you will be lifted up? And if you don’t do well, sin couches at the door? And its
desire is towards you; and yet you can conquer it.
e First individual to offer korban in the text: Kayin
e From that point onward, all Korbanot are man initiated, until....
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3 Speak to the entire assembly of Israel, saying: On the tenth day of this month they shall
take for themselves -every man- a lamb for his father’s house, a lamb for the household; 4
and if the household be too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor who is near to his
house take one according to the number of the people; everyone according to what he eats
shall be counted for the lamb. 5 A lamb without blemish, a male of the first year shall be for
you; you shall take it from the sheep, or from the goats.
e Korban Pesach is the turning point: first mandated korban
e Korban Pesach, as we will see, also sets a paradigm for entire concept of korbanot

[l. Search for a Rationale

A. The Two Approaches of the Rambam
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e The Rambam offers two conflicting approaches to korbanot as a whole:
NN mwn: Korbanot are Chukim
0’121 NIn: Concession to Israelites inability to change
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e Midrashic foreshadowing of Rambam’s D'2121 NN position

B. The Ramban’s Rejoinder and Proposal
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e The Ramban vehemently rejects the Rambam’s 0'2121 NN position

e He offers another approach. Korbanot are graphic tools meant to remind individuals
of their own responsibilities and culpabilities

e This approach be carefully understood....

C. A Sampling of Other Classical Approaches

e Rav Saadia Gaon maintains that the sacrificial rite enables the Israelites to
demonstrate the depth of their dedication to God by offering of the “best of their
possessions”.

e The Ba’al Hachinuch remains true to his general postulate that a person’s thoughts
and sentiments are shaped, in great measure, by his concrete actions. The
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performance of symbolic mitzvot is thus critical to the process of attitude formation.
A sinner cannot purify his heart simply through a passive confession "between
himself and the wall". Such confession requires no real effort and, therefore, has
minimal effect. If, however, the individual is forced to act; if he becomes obligated in
a demanding series of atoning rituals; if he must select from his flock, bring his
offerings to the Sanctuary and participate in the detailed sacrificial rite; he will then
become acutely aware of the extent of his sin and he will avoid such failure in the
future.

The Ba’al Hachinuch also suggests that the very act of offering a Korban reminds
man of the tenuous nature of his own superiority over the beasts of the field. Man's
distinctiveness lies in his ability to "reason". When an individual's reasoning fails and
he consequently sins, that individual loses his status as a man and becomes no
different from the animal. The Torah, therefore, commands the "sinner" to offer a
Korban in the Sanctuary. The slaughter of the animal and the consumption of its
remains upon the altar graphically demonstrate that a "reasonless" being is valueless
and ultimately destined to destruction. The depth of the supplicant’s failure and the
toll of that failure upon his soul are thus underscored.

For his part, the Maharal of Prague perceives the sacrificial rite, with its intimations
of mortality, as a fundamental reflection of the inconsequentiality of all creatures in
the face of God’s greatness. Nothing exists in the world except as a result of God'’s
kindness and munificence.

Finally, numerous commentaries move beyond general explanations for the
phenomenon of Korbanot and painstakingly analyze the symbolic significance of
each detail of the Temple ritual.

D. A Global Perspective

The Korban Pesach as a family meal
Korbanot as shared meals with HaShem

E. The Future: The Party Line and a Tantalizing Possibility
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The Rambam maintains that the Messianic Era will see a full return to the Beit
HaMikdash and the korbanot offered within it



4

OU Parsha Shiur 2021-2022
Shiur 17 Parshat Vayikra
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

A solitary alternative position is raised by the first Chief Rabbi of the State of Israel, Rabbi
Avraham Yitzchak Hacohen Kook.

After first maintaining that "with regard to sacrifices it is correct to believe that all aspects
will be restored to their place...", Rav Kook builds on Kabbalistic literature and envisions a
“distant time” when all aspects of the world will be elevated. At that time, he states,
humans will no longer need to take the lives of animals for their physical, moral or spiritual
needs. The prophet Malachi perhaps references this future period when he states, “Then
the grain-offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to God as in the days of old and as
in former years.”! Strikingly absent from Malachi’s vision is the reinstitution of animal
offerings. The Midrash seems to go even further with the startling prediction, “All sacrifices
will be nullified in the future.”

To further strengthen his position, Kook identifies a series of clues within the Torah itself
which he claims reflects the secondary status of animal sacrifices. These offerings remain
appropriate as long as man makes use of animals for other needs, such as food and clothing.
The time will come, however, when man, reaching his highest state of refinement, will no
longer feel the need to take animal life for any purpose. At that point, only grain sacrifices
will be offered in the Temple.

IIl. Intro to Korbanot: Two Perplexing P’sukim
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And He called to Moshe, and HaShem spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting, saying:

Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: When a man brings from among you an
offering to HaShem: from animals-from the cattle or from the flock shall you offer your
offering.

Questions:
e Why does the Torah preface HaShem’s words with the phrase 7wn=58 xp"1?
Why does the sentence feature the term o7x?
What is the need for the word o5» and how can we explain its placement in the pasuk?
Why does the Torah first say nn7257 and then add 1xx5=721 9p2an-10?
Why does the sentence begin in the singular and end in the plural?

Discuss lessons to be learned...

1 Malachi 3:4



